
6 - Fight for your Rights !
Handout: Reproductive Health Related Laws and Issues in Uganda

Definition of age of consent: 

age of consent is the age at which a person is legally considered competent to consent to sexual intercourse or have marriage.  According to the constitution of the Republic of Uganda, it’s 18 years.

Art 31(1) of the constitution: Men and Women of the age of eighteen years and above, have the right to marry and to form a family and are entitled to equal rights   in marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.

Definition of rape: according to the Penal code Act, sec 123: any person unlawful having carnal knowledge ( = sexual intercourse) of a woman or a girl, without her consent, or with her consent, if the consent is obtained by force or by means of threats or intimidation of any kind or by fear of bodily harm, or by means of false representation as to the nature of the act, or in the case of a married woman by personating her husband, commits the felony termed.

· Sec 124.Punishment for rape: a person convicted of rape is liable to suffer death.

· Sec 125. Attempt to commit rape: any person who attempts to commit rape, commits a felony and is liable to imprisonment for life with or with out corporal punishment.

Definition of defilement:: defilement refers to unlawfully having sexual intercourse with a girl under the age of eighteen years.

Punishment for Defilement: Sec 129 of the Penal code Act Defilement of a girl under the age of eighteen: 
I. Any person who unlawfully has sexual intercourse with a girl under the age of eighteen years commits an offence and is liable to suffer death.

II. Any person who attempts to have unlawful sexual intercourse with a girl under the age of eighteen years commits an offence and is liable to imprisonment for eighteen years with or without corporal punishment.

Definition of abortion:  abortion is an intentional removal of unborn foetus from the mothers’ womb before nine months at which a child is expected.

The constitution of the Republic of Uganda also prohibits this practice and it states that:

Art 22. 

· No person shall be deprived of life intentionally except in execution of a sentence passed in a fair trial by a court of competent jurisdiction in respect of a criminal offence under the laws of Uganda and the conviction and sentence have been confirmed by the highest appellate court.
· No person has the right to terminate the life of unborn child except as may be authorized by law.

Inheritance and Harmful traditional Cultural Practices.

The articles below from the constitution Equal inheritance of property by both males and females and are also against harmful traditional practices

Art 33


· Women shall be accorded full and equal dignity of the persons as with men.        

· (4) Women shall have the right to equal treatment with men and that right shall include equal opportunities in political, economic and social activities.            

· (6) Laws, cultures, customs or traditions which are against the dignity, welfare or interest of a woman or which undermine their status, are prohibited by this constitution.
Article 32 

· Notwithstanding any thing in this constitution, the state shall take affirmative action in favour of groups marginalised on the basis of gender, age, disability or any other reasons created by history, tradition or custom, for the purpose of redressing imbalances which exist against them.

· Parliament shall make relevant laws, including laws for the establishment of an equal opportunities commission for the purpose of giving full effect to clause (1) of this article.[image: image1.png]
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